4/01/2012 – Eucharistic Minister Protocol

1. Ministers approach the Altar after the Hand Shake of Peace. Do not proceed on to the Altar until you recite the Prayer noted in step #2. PLEASE FACE THE ALTAR & THE PRIEST not the Tabernacle. 
a. Priest: “Behold the Lamb of God; behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the lamb.”

2. Ministers Respond: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.”
a. Bow to the Altar & Proceed to altar after completing Response
3. Proceed to either the Tabernacle (1 minister) or to the 1st step on the East side of the Altar.  **Please note on the schedule for ANY MASS THAT HAS 3 MINISTERS SCHEDULED there will be 3** *asterisk*** next to the individual that is to go to the Tabernacle to secure the Ciborium. 
a. Clarification regarding 1st Step: This is not the Floor level but the step above floor level. 
4. If you are securing the Ciborium with the Hosts from the Tabernacle you should genuflect prior to opening the Golden Door & after closing the door (It slides to the west)

a. Clarification: Should the physical ability to Genuflect be compromised it is acceptable to Bow in lieu of Genuflecting.

5. Close the golden door once you remove the Ciborium with the Hosts / the Tabernacle should not be open during communion.

6. Put the Ciborium on the altar and step down to the 1st step / All Ministers should be on the 1st step not the floor.
7. Before you receive the Body & Blood of Christ at the altar, bow. If the EM bows, then it reminds the congregation to bow when they take communion as well. 

8. Receive Communion as you would if you were part of the Congregation.
9. Receive the Blood after the Host. 

10. If there is more than 1 minister Father will give the Blood to the 1st person who gives it to the 2nd / Father will give the other Blood to the 3rd person. The Hosts will go to the person without a Chalice. There is no specific order so work together as a team. All Priests do not follow the same protocol so be flexible. As long as you have received the Body & Blood, and each EM has a Liturgical Vessel the congregation will receive Communion.
11. Do not take the Ciborium off the Altar wait for the Priest to hand it to you.
12. Always offer to let the Priest walk first in front, unless he waves you on.

13. Be mindful of the handicapped & elderly. If Father proceeds into the congregation to give Communion to a Parishioner, wait for His return prior to returning to the altar. 1 person with the Blood should accompany Father.
a. Please be mindful of any Handicapped individual that does not approach the Altar for Communion. Please proceed to this individual & offer Communion. Minister with The Blood should accompany. 

14. Procedure for Intinction (Dipping the Host into the Precious Blood): Although this IS NOT AN ACCEPTABLE PRACTICE BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH you may be confronted with a Communicant that wants to participate in this practice. If someone attempts to dip the Eucharis into the Chalice, do not try to prevent them, but slip the Purificator (Cloth) around the far side of the Chalice to absorb any possible drip of the Precious Blood.
15. After Communion if you have the Ciborium, take Father’s Ciborium and allow him to return to the altar first. (Again he may wave you first / please go ahead).
16. Take both Ciboria to the Tabernacle area and combine all Hosts into one Ciborium. Please combine both Ciboria on this table in case some Hosts fall to the table. Please DO NOT combine Hosts while walking. Place the full Ciborium with cover back in the Tabernacle, following the same reverent protocol as before. Place the empty plate or Ciborium on the table by the altar.

17. If you have the Blood & you are not averse to finishing the remainder of the wine please do so prior to placing Chalice on table. FOR FR. DOYLE PLACE ALL LITURGICAL VESSELS ON THE ALTAR RATHER THAN ON THE TABLE
18. Once Ministers places their vessel on the table or Altar please proceed TO THE FRONT OF THE TABERNACLE, FACING THE TABERNACLE ON THE ALTAR. Once all Ministers have completed their Ministry and are standing with you *Bow in unison and proceed OFF THE ALTAR to your pew.

19. Appropriate attire is expected. Parishioners perceive you as part of the Eucharistic experience and expect it to be a reverent ceremony; attire will affect their experience.

20. Please be relaxed this is an Honor for all of us & protocol is set to keep the ceremony consistent and reverent. If something goes wrong, as it will, don’t panic or worry. Lucifer is not around the corner waiting for one of us to screw up.

21. PLEASE HANDLE SCHEDULING CONFLICTS BY CONTACTING SOME ONE ON THE LIST. 

What to do if something out of the ordinary happens:

1. What happens if the host falls to the ground? 
a. Pick it up put it in the hand that is holding the Chalice. If it was on the persons tongue leave it on the table by the Tabernacle & tell Father after Mass it is there. If it fell from someone’s hand you should consume the host. If you are uncomfortable with this do as previously described.
2. What happens if a young child comes to the altar & you're not sure if they have made their First Communion?
a. Look to the parent who is probably next. 

3. What do I do if I have the Blood and it is empty and people are still receiving Communion?
a. Return to the Altar as soon as the Cup is empty & follow the above protocol for the placement of the Ciborium It is confusing to the congregation if you stay in your place with an empty Ciborium
4. Sometimes individuals approach the pastor to receive the Eucharist with their arms folded across their chest… signifying that they are not qualified /prepared to receive. The priest lays a hand on the head of the person with a blessing.  What should Ministers do if confronted with such a situation?
a. The practice of offering of blessing/laying on of hands for those in the communion line with their arms crossed is officially discouraged by the church (but NOT FORBIDDEN). Often the only time the Priest encourages people to come forward who are not receiving communion is at weddings/funerals where there is always a lot of confusion about who should go and what communion means. The real issue is that Assumption gets a lot of visitors and some of them (young children, RCIA folks) have been introduced to the practice at their own parish and are offended / hurt when a Minister simply ignores them or tries to force the Eucharist on them. From their perspective, we are the ones who are ignorant of an established practice. The Priest usually offers a brief prayer like "May God be with you always".

i. Ministers can offer a similar brief prayer or an actual blessing and remember it is not only the Priest who can bless. Blessing a baby by parents and godparents is part of the baptism ritual. Ministers are encouraged to offer a prayer or blessing in those situations unless it offends their conscience.
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