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THE JOURNEY NEVER ENDS

One of the things that I find striking about the
passages in Matthew and Luke’s Gospels that relate to
the birth and infancy of Jesus is that almost everyone
is on the move. The infant Jesus gets lots of visitors,
but none of them get to stay very long. Angels tell the
shepherds to go to Bethlehem to visit the long-awaited
one; but before the night is over they are headed back
to the fields. On today’s Feast of the Epiphany, Magi
from East of Palestine make a very long journey to see
this newborn king; but after leaving their gifts, they
head for home, albeit by a different route. Even Mary
and Joseph are constantly on the move. Mary makes a
difficult journey into “the hill country” to visit Eliza-
beth; and then, just as Mary is about to give birth,
Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Later, Matthew’s Gospel tells of the Holy Family’s
flight into Egypt and a return to Nazareth. To twenty-
first century folks accustomed to the convenience (or
inconvenience) of travel by highways and airplanes,
all of this movement may not appear unusual. How-
ever, we do not have to go back many generations to
discover a time when a trip of ten miles or more could
be quite an undertaking.

We read in Luke’s Gospel (and this is corrobo-
rated by outside sources) that the Roman method for
taking a census was to have everyone return to their
hometown to register. That Joseph had to return to his
native city to comply with a government order forms
the background for the Holy Family’s journey to Beth-
lehem. Can you imagine what would happen if we
tried to use that system for taking a census of the
United States today? What kind of gridlock would we
be facing on our highways and in railroad stations and
airports? All this strongly suggests that in Jesus’ times
few people ever ventured far from their home town.
What, then, was Joseph doing 80 miles away in Naz-
areth? Some scholars have suggested that a not so
subtle message in Luke’s Gospel is that Joseph, like
many marginal people in Israel, had lost his land be-
cause he was unable to pay the heavy taxes that Rome
had imposed. He was then able to find work in a ma-
jor construction project that we know that Herod had
going near the town of Nazareth. So it may be the
case that our present foreclosure crisis has Biblical
roots!

Although the Gospel accounts offered by Matthew
and Luke of Jesus’ early years vary considerably in
tone and content, they share this focus on travel.
Maybe that is an important part of the Christmas mes-
sage that we should not overlook. People of faith are
always on a journey. It would be great to have all the

answers to life’s questions and to settle down each
night secure in our beliefs, our family, our church, and
our bank account. It would be nice to arrive at a point
when we had conquered our habits of sin, our weak-
nesses, and our character defects. Life, however, con-
tinues to dish out uncertainty. Life continues to chal-
lenge us with questions which our faith and our relig-
ion cannot completely vanquish. We continue to
struggle with the same old stuff in our personal life
and in our relationships. All of life is really a journey
of faith, the kind of faith that led both the shepherds
and the Magi to seek Jesus. Faith is about things un-
seen, not things already seen. So, faith really begins
where certainty ends. What matters on the journey is
where we are heading and what we are seeking and not
so much where we have decided to camp out for the
night.

The word “journey” comes from the French
word for day (jour). It originally meant the distance
traveled in one day. A journey did not imply that we
had arrived somewhere; only that we were heading
somewhere. Jesus, himself, in his public ministry was
always on the move. For people of faith, we do not
really arrive at our destination until we reach the end
of our days and arrive at the Kingdom of heaven. In
the meantime, we keep seeking God in prayer, in sac-
raments, in service, and in trying to be present and
available as best we can to those around us. That is the
way to seek the Christ child today. That is the way to
stay on the journey.

Fr. Joe

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Our next preparation session
for parents (and, if possible, godparents) of infants to be bap-
tized is Wednesday, January 11 from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. in the
Rectory. This session is for new parents and for parents who
have never before attended a preparation session. Call the
parish office to register. Baptisms at Assumption are nor-
mally scheduled on the second and fourth Sundays of the
month at 1:15 p.m. and on the first weekend of the month
during Mass.

BOOK CLUB NEWS: Assumption’s Book Club meets
Thursday, January 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Rectory Meeting
Room. The book to be discussed is Morality Play by Booker
Award winning author Barry Unsworth. For further informa-
tion, contact vernareddington@aol.com.

ASSUMPTION YOUNG ADULTS: Assumption Young
Adults are having a Pot Luck Supper and Trivia Night
Wednesday, January 25 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Rectory
Meeting Room. AYA is for those in their twenties or thirties,
married or single. To find out more, contact Christina at
chmesco@gmail.com or check out the Assumption Young
Adults page on Facebook.
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Lectors Eucharistic
Ministers
January 14-15, 2011
D. Laria 5:00 P. Anderson
J. Bormes A. Cohen
J. Golab
R. Wedgbury 7:30 R. Tevonian
R. Tevonian D. Tevonian
R. Wedgbury
M. Fedele 9:00 B. Manna
S. Olson E. Bernacki
D. Raddatz
C. Kolb 10:30 H. Dispensa
J. Dues C. Masonberg
V. Kunkle
B. Kelly 12:15 M. Andersen
K. Nagatoshi
A. Wagner 5:00 C. Argento
C. Rybicki L. Hall
D. Pikarski
WEDDINGS

JEFFERY TOSELLO & MEREDITH KERN
CHARLES CANTERNA & KIM GARCIA

FR DAMIAN CHARBONEAU, OSM

Fr. Damian has been a member of the Servite Commu-
nity at Assumption for the last seven years. He joined
the Assumption Community as a retired friar after a
varied career as a parish priest, scholar, college and
seminary teacher, and Peace Corps volunteer. At
Assumption he celebrated a Sunday Mass as long as he
was able and until quite recently said a noonday Mass
once a week. One of Fr Damian’s major undertakings
these last few years was the formation of the Servite
Secular Order at Assumption. Shortly before Christmas,
Fr. Damian suffered a fall in the rectory and was taken
to the hospital. In addition to a broken arm he was
found to have a growth in his lung. Given his age (87)
and other physical infirmities, Fr. Damian has elected
(in consultation with his doctors) not to pursue cancer
treatment. Since he will be requiring more care, he will
not be able to return to Assumption. Although he may
move to another facility, Fr. Damian is presently at St.
Joseph Village, 4021 West Belmont (60641). We thank
him for his service to Assumption and pray for God’s
blessings as he enters this new phase of life.

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: The Servite Secular Order at As-
sumption will be offering Fair Trade products for sale at Hos-
pitality Sunday beginning the first Sunday of February. Fair
Trade products are items that one would normally buy at a
supermarket that come from foreign countries. They are ob-
tained through Catholic Relief Services, which insures that
the products are from farmers and workers who are not being
exploited and are being justly compensated for their work.
Supporting this effort is a simple way to help others help
themselves. Also for sale will be coupons from Chicago
Shares, an effort to meet the immediate needs of the hungry
and homeless. The coupons which you purchase and give to
those in need may be redeemed for food at designated food
shops and restaurants.

SUPER BOWL PARTY: Yes, we know there will be no
Bears in the Super Bowl; but as past years have proven, As-
sumption parishioners can have a good time on Super Bowl
Sunday regardless of which teams are playing. So we are hav-
ing a party again this year in our Parish Hall on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 5, sponsored jointly this year by the Hospi-
tality Committee and the Knights of Columbus. As in the
past, doors will open just before kick-off at 5:30 p.m. Mass
will be celebrated at 5:00 p.m. as usual, but Mass should be
over that Sunday by 5:35. So, we invite you to come to Mass
and then enjoy the game on a large screen television. Our
annual chili cook-off will take place at half-time. Admission,
food, and beverages are free, but we do need to know in ad-
vance how much to prepare. So please sign the list in back of
church and also indicate if you wish to enter the chili cook-
off.

PRAY FOR THEM

Sick: Marianne Vitton, Carmella Pastorello,
Kay Ansani, Bridget Kennicott, Joseph
C. Hantsch, Janet Hantsch, Sharon
Murphy, Fr. Anthony O’Connell,
Terry O’Brien, Bill Boyle, Ubaldo
Paterni, Brent Murphy, Bill & Barbara
Farrell, Katherine Malhas, Marion
Schotz, Doug Espinosa and Fr. Damian
Charboneau

Joseph O’Callahan, Jr., Eric Madson,
Nicholas P. Knezevich, Ariel Andrus,
Robert M. Brown and Howard Ecker

Military Service:

Deceased: Mark Munansangu
MASS INTENTIONS
FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 7, 2011
Sat. 7th 5:00 Assumption Parishioners
Sun. 8th 7:30  Apollaro Family
9:00 Michael Sopko (RIP) Sopko
Family, Pfiester Family,
Helen Morris & Family &
Joy & Richard Jenkins
10:30  TItalian Dinner Benefactors
12:15  William Close (RIP)
Mon. 9th 7:00 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin E. White
12:10  Charles & Beth Mulaney (RIP)
Tues. 10th  12:10 Living and Deceased Members CFD
Wed. 11th 7:00 Keith & Mary Armato
Thurs. 12th 7:00  Mr. & Mrs. John B. Powers
12:10 William Close (RIP)
Fri. 13th  12:10 Keith Whittaker (RIP)




